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EIIlTefle L. "(eyer (me.v"':.RmC@nnl.rnm) is n
fonn" mlShil(!]tOIl Post stnffll'riTrr nlld the
nllThor ofbo"Ju 011 Mnr)'ln7ld alld tbe Ch(Sapenke.

few rules. Boats must be off the seawall

around midnight, after which many boaters
anchor in the river and keep partying until
3 or 4 in the moming.

Located at the foot of 31st Street, Wash-

ington Harbour is a happening place, with
half a million square feet of offices, shops,
and restaurants such as Sequoia, Nick's
Riverside Grille, and Tony and Joe's, all
with al tresco dining. Not to mention
condos with penthouse units that sell tOr $4
miUion. Designed by Georgetown architect
Arthur Cotton Moore, the playful col-
lection of fountains, rowers, and tUrrets
cost more than 5200 million to build.

"The Potomac is such a resource, and it's
underutilized,'" Wirtz says. "If! were the
dictator of DC, I'd add morc places like
tltis. "

Washington Harbour is arguably the best
attraction along Wa.~hington's 20-plus miles
of river/Tonr. It may not be coincidental that
it's the result of private enterprise. Though
the project fuced neighborhood opposition
and had to pass muster nith DC and federal
agencies, it is not the product of a govern-
ment plan tor the watcr/Tonr, of which there
have been many.

Almost since the day the Founding
Fathers settled on the confluence of the
Potomac and its Eastern Branch as the site
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of the nation's capital, the waterfront has
excited and confounded Washingtonians.
Planners, bureaucrats, and politicians have
tried to mold the Potomac and Anacostia
shorelines to their liking-and usuallyfuiJed.

Now a new plan ha.~emerged to energize
the unwieldy coalition of interests that
claim a stake in the city's furure. For the first
time, fcderal and local officialsappear to be
on the same page. The privatc-scctor
market seems poised to capitalize on a
ri\'cr/Tont renaissance.

"This is a totally unique situation in the
history of Washington, " saysUwe Brandes,
who's one of Mayor Anthony \VilIiams'stop
officialson the city's waterlTont initiative.

The plan-<lubbed the Anacostia Water-
/Tont Initiativc, though it touchcs the
Potomac-would make ovcr more than a
half dozen areas, many of them neglected
outposts. A keystrategy is to open access
to shorelines-many of which arc blocked
-and create parks, promenades, and other
attractions along the water.

Just south of RFK Stadium, thc plan
calls for a new residential neighborhood,
Hill East, that would extend Capitol Hill
to the Anacostia's banks and to a new
waterlront park. Continuing sOUth, near
the Na\'y Yard, planners aim to remake
what they call Near Southeast, replacing
public housing with mixed income
housing and office buildings-including a
new MichaelGra\'Cs-dcsiglled headqu.1rters
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Key Creek The National Park Service's $15-11111110nI
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The Southwest water-
front will nearly double
to 24 acres, with new
parks and plazas.
Market Square will be
home to performances,
festivals, and open-aIr I
markets. Civic Square I

will feature gardens Land lawns. Mid-rise
condos will have shops

I

and restaurants with
outdoor dining. jlc:-:-:. --:--- _ :::J
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