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layton Wirtz, a 29-year-old
engineer, didn’t buy a car
when he moved from Ohio to
Washington five vears ago.
He bought a 23-foot power-
boat, which he named For
Better or for Wirtz.

He later got a car and began an unusual
method of commuting. On Fridays—
whenever “weather and life permits,” he
says—he trailers the boat from his home in
Alexandria to the Belle Haven marina. He
then brings it up the Potomac to George-
town, ties up at Washingron Harbour, and
walks or cabs to his job at Northrop
Grumman in Rosslyn.

This commute positions him perfectly for
the Friday-night frolics on the Georgetown
waterfront. “It’s about the only place to go
at night on the Potomac,” he says from the
deck of his boat, one of 20 or so tied up
this evening along the promenade that
stretches from 31st Street almost to the
Thompson’s boathouse. On busy nights,
the dock is so crowded that boats tie up to
one another and stretch out into the river.
It’s called rafting, with as many as a dozen
—Dbig vachts, cigarette boats, and every-
thing in between—tethered together.

This is party time, with coolers of beer and
good spirits. There’s no charge to tie up and
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few rules. Boats must be off the seawall

around midnight, after which many boaters
anchor in the river and keep partying until
3 or 4 in the morning.

Located at the foot of 31st Street, Wash-
ington Harbour is a happening place, with
half a million square feet of offices, shops,
and resraurants such as Sequoia, Nick’s
Riverside Grille, and Tony and Joe's, all
with al fresco dining. Not to mention
condos with penthouse units that sell for $4
million. Designed by Georgetown architect
Arthur Cotton Moore, the playful col-
lection of fountains, towers, and turrets
cost more than $200 million to build.

“The Potomac is such a resource, and it’s
underutilized,” Wirtz says. “If I were the
dicrator of DC, I'd add more places like
this.”
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Washington Harbour is arguably the best
attraction along Washington’s 20-plus miles
ofriverfront. It mav not be coincidental that
it’s the result of private enterprise. Though
the project faced neighborhood opposition
and had to pass muster with DC and federal
agencies, it is not the product of a govern-
ment plan for the waterfront, of which there
have been many.

Almost since the day the Founding
Fathers sertled on the confluence of the
Poromac and its Eastern Branch as the site
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of the nation’s capital, the waterfront has
excited and confounded Washingronians,
Planners, burcaucrats, and politicians have
tried to mold the Potomac and Anacostia
sharelines to their liking—and usually failed.

Now a new plan has emerged to energize
the unwicldy coalition of interests that
claim a stake in the ¢in’s furure. For the first
time, federal and local officials appear to be
on the same page. The private-secror
market seems poised to capitalize on a
I'i\'(_‘l'ﬁ't mt l'CI'I'.lIISh;llh.:L'.

“This is a totally unique situation in the
history of Washington,” says Uwe Brandes,
who’s one of Mayor Anthony Williams’s top
officials on the city’s waterfront initiative.

The plan—dubbed the Anacostia Water-
front Initative, though it touches the
Potomac—would make over more than a
half dozen areas, many of them neglecred
outposts. A key strategy is to open access
to shorelines—many of which are blocked
——and create parks, promenades, and other
attractions along the water.

Just south of RFK Stadium, the plan
calls for a new residential neighborhood,
Hill East, that would extend Capitol Hill
to the Anacostia’s banks and to a new
waterfront park. Continuing south, near
the Navy Yard, planners aim to remake
what they call Near Southeast, replacing
public housing with mixed-income
housing and office buildings—including a
new Michael Graves—designed headquarters
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The Southwest water-
front will nearly double |
to 24 acres, with new
parks and plazas. |
Market Square will be

; home to performances,

o festivals, and open-air

markets. Civic Square

will feature gardens
and lawns. Mid-rise

condos will have shops *

and restaurants with |

outdoor dining. i
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the foot of Wisconsin Avenue into a ten- i
acre park with a children’s sculpture = !
garden, lawns, walkways, and seating |
to watch boat races. There are also
plans to create a riverfront promenade
connecting Georgetown to Thompson |
Boat Center. A plan to add walkways to
connect the Kennedy Center terrace to |
the riverfront appears stalled.
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